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Ainu Cotton Robe Passed Down in the Town of Otobe, Hokkaido

Taku OSAKA

This report is about one cofton robe and two
aprons produced by Ainu and passed down in the
town of Otobe, Hokkaido. These materials come
with information that they were obtained from the
Ainu by Wajin (majority Japanese; dominant ethnic
group of Honshu) who lived on the Sea of Japan
coast in southern Hokkaido from the 1850s to the
1900s. This is particularly important as the majority of

Ainu materials lack such background information.

According to observations focusing on the
embroidery, the cofton robe and apron were all
made using different processes. The descriptfions
regarding the embroidery techniques are presented
in a new way, using both pattern development
diagrams and photographs.

Taku OSAKA : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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