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Sword Belt of the Ainu:

Spatial Distribution and Temporal Change

OSAKA Taku

ARTICLE

This article discusses the typological classifica-
tion of sword belts used to wear swords for ceremo-
nial use by the Ainu, as well as analyzes the spatial
distribution and diachronic relations between types.
In order to classify, emphasis is placed on produc-
fion techniques and material selection.

The result of the classification revealed that the
b2 type and b4 type are distributed in all areas of
Hokkaido and Southern Sakhalin, while the b5 type
is distributed in Hokkaido. All of the above were
collected between 1880 and 1960, while there were
overlaps in the years of use.

However, in terms of typological classification,
the Ib2 type was the oldest, and assumed to have
fransitioned into the b5 type via the Ib4 type. A

comparison between the sword band collections of
five museums in Hokkaido revealed that Hokkaido
University Botanical Garden collection with the old-
est collection has the highest rafio of the I1b2 type
(44.4%) and the lowest ratio of the 1b5 type (22.2%).
In contrast, Nibutani Ainu Culture Museum, which
has the newest collection, contains no b2 type
(0%), and the highest ratio of the Ib5 type (53.1%)
in its collection (Fig. 15). Although this result has
several points of consideration, it offers highly prob-
able supporting evidence that illustrates the change
of Ainu sword belf.

In addition, as a supplementary result of the
analysis, it was clear that a change took place in
production techniques since 1970.

OSAKA Taku : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Reseach Center, Hokkaido Museum
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